HOD MEETING 02/17/2010

The AHDI HOD met this past week for our first 2010 meeting. So much information that I will have to condense and give the highlights.

· Susan Lucci gave an update on Best Practices document currently being formulated and almost ready to present to the Industry Review Board for approval. AHIMA and Industry Review Board already approved the Dictation Best Practices document submitted.

· We were encouraged to push the adoption of the KB.

· The Power of 10 program is still an urgent issue to push and advertise as well. The giving of $10 by all MTs will go towards the retaining of the Dewey Square Group, our lobby group in Washington, DC, who have already gotten our MT presence known and in the front of our legislatures. (I think CRAHDI needs to put on our FB and on our website to bring attention to this cause. It may not hurt to send an email blast out to our membership about what it is and how important it is to keep this lobby group.)

· Another item AHDI is pushing this year is for all MTs to get credentialed. Having a credentialed workforce is needed to show how our MTs are going the extra mile to prove our knowledge and efforts to professionalize our industry. (CRAHDI may want to consider a credentialing study group on line.)Per Susan, MTSOs are beginning to jump on this wagon and are advertising for "credentials preferred."
· Susan also spoke about the importance of the evolving role of the MT in the future of technology and how we need to begin to embrace it. (CRAHDI may want to consider a webinar on this subject.)

· She also mentioned a President Leadership at the Advocacy Summit.
· The new HIPPA regulations and rules were also mentioned along with the possible affects of medical information compromise.
· The Health Story Project update was mentioned and how AHDI and MTIA are working to make sure the MT is a part of that project and our valuable input is critical to complete the health story.
· Peter Preziosi also gave an update on our industry and the importance of the Advocacy Summit coming up. He spoke about the importance of our being a part of HITECH. MTs produce 60% of the health record document. We need to be a part of any decisions being made pertaining to the electronic health record. All the more reason for keeping Dewey Square.
· Peter spoke of meaningful use of the EHR and how the MT is not yet mentioned in this project.
· He spoke of how MTs need to advocate wherever they work, live, in Washington DC or with our local legislative persons. They need to understand how important our input is to the integrity of the health record.
· Interestingly, he attended a meeting where doctors and other healthcare professionals attended and he reported to the HOD how distressed and disappointed many of the doctors were with what is the EMR. These doctors are calling it cumbersome, cannot see their patients like they want to, reports not readable, no integrity in the document.
· Peter also pushed the KB and continuing education for MTs in order for us to be the most knowledgeable workforce and to keep the integrity of the healthcare records. 
· Peter mentioned that a new manual for Home Base Office would soon come forth.
· AHDI/MTIA are both attending the Advocacy Summit and will be working together in getting legislatures to know who we are and why we are so important to the healthcare record.
· He also mentioned how AHDI and MTIA are working on being a source of trust and a ready source to our membership for our getting the most out of our membership.
So to summarize, AHDI and MTIA are well aware of the needs of the MT and the face of our changing industry. Our membership for AHDI continues to dwindle. This year will bring about changes pertaining to components, EMR MT involvement. Lots of updates and lots of exciting challenges for us in 2010.
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