ADVOCACY was really a great experience.  I am so looking forward to Charlotte and getting together with all of you. 

On Wednesday June 3 I attended Carolinas Coffee at Senator Kay Hagan’s new offices.  It was really a surprise to see, for a new senator, how great her offices were.  I was able to meet with all of her legislative aides and boy was that great.  I was able to discuss the military spouse initiative of ADHI  with Roger Pena who is the Assistant for Defense and Foreign Affairs and was informed that that afternoon Senator Hagan was participating in a senate meeting regarding support of the military and the spouses left at home.  I also was able to talk with Michelle Adams the Sr. Legislative Assistant for Healthcare.  The following day we had a meeting with her and Senator Hagan, herself, Brenda Wynn, CMT (Carolinas Liaison) and  ADHI staff who also participated.  She was very open and receptive to our concerns about the EHR and the need to have a narrative for documentation integrity of this record.  

On Thursday, June 4, I had meetings with Representatives from NC:  Brad Miller and Jerome Murray of G. K. Butterfield’s office, and Josh Martin from Senator Richard Burr’s office; and, as mentioned above with Senator Kay Hagen, herself.  Again, they went very well.  I felt that all-in-all it was a very profitable day explaining the importance of health care documentation to those in Congress, especially since this was my first experience in going to Advocacy.  

We also had excellent speakers.  The first before we went “to the Hill” Dan Rode, MBA, FHFMA (the liaison of AHIMA in DC as Peter in DC is to AHDI and MTIA).  The closing speaker, Scott Edelstein, Esq, who is an attorney who does contract negotiations for MTSOs and HIM directors (as he laughingly said not at the same time).  Both of them brought home the ideas of (“We’re all in this Together” – my power point presentation).  It showed the attendees how important we are in Healthcare documentation and what current legislation with ARRA means to us.  

Of course the excellent opportunity of networking with peers can never be underestimated.  We must always try to take advantage of this.  E-mails, webinars, etc. are wonderful supplements but can never ever take the place of personal meetings with our peers, that is why I am so looking forward to Charlotte.  The friends and information that we take from networking can never be replaced electronically

Suzanne McKean, RHIT
